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Biographical Sketch of General Platow. 
[From “ La Belle Assemblee.”] 


LATOW the hetman, or attaman of the Cossacks, is 

also acount of the Russian empire, and bears the rank 
of general of cavalry in that service; and it is also his 
high praise that these several steps, both civil and mili- 
tary, he has attained by his personal merit, for be himself 
once served in those ranks which he now leads on to 
victory ! 

He is, however, a gentleman by descent, and to account 
for his serving in the ranks it is necessary to observe that the 
Cossack service is quite distinct from that of all other 
soldiers, as they are volunteers serving only for plunder; 
or(as Sir Robert Wilson states), they are, more properly speak- 
ing, a description of troops peculiar to the Russian service ; 
forthe natives of the Doo and Volga, though amalgamated 
in the Russian empire, still preserve a constitutional indepen- 
dence, which is possessed by none of the other provinces of 
that state. Regulated by their own laws, and exempt from 
taxes, they are governed under the immedjate authority 
of their own attaman or chief, elected from among them- 
selves, and are thus relieved from all impositions of conquest, 
except the obligation for every male to serve gratuitously for 
five years in the Russian armies. 
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Formerly the hetman was almost an independent prince, 
but he is now more subject to the laws of Russia, and has 


been of late years deprived of some of the appendages. | 


of royalty, so as to have lost some of his power and coo. 
sequence at the court; but still the emperors have never 
veatured tomake any serious eucroachments on the indepea- 
dence of the various tribes, which are united in one whole, and 
formed into various stanitzas, or cantons, each with its respece 
tive attaman, chosen annually, as Dr. Clarke says, but generally 
re-elected during life. } 

The hetman, and also the generals and other officers, present 
not only an example of courage to their followers when 
culled into service, but also of the successful career of 


merit, each having risen to his station by his individual | 


exertions. 

Through 4ll the various wars in which Russia has been 
engaged during the last forty years, Platow has always been 
an active assistant, though we have not been able to trace 
much of his services previous to the campaign in 1806, when 


his Cossacks exerted themselves so mantully, that after the hard ' 


fought battle of Eylau (in which both parties thought them- 
selves detested, though the Russians actually kept the ground 
for some days, until forced to fall back on Koningsberg 
for provisions), those spirited marauders took so much booty 
from the French that they actually established a fair, where the 
insignia of the legion of honour were sold by the dozen, 
tozciher with a number of horses. 

Afier the affair of Zechern, on the 8th of March, the 


French were so much annoyed by the Cossacks, that they sent | 


an otheer the next day to General Platow to demand an 
armistice between the advanced posts, on pretence of bury- 
ing the dead which lay on the plain of Zechern. ‘To this, 
however, Platow cool'y answered, that as the weather was cold 
there was no prob bility of any inconvenience fromm their want 
of interment, and that thereture he should give himself no 
concern about their obsequies; but he gave Him a innt 
that all sach trivolous messengers should remain in thee own 
camp, unless they wished to increase the number of the un- 
buried. 

Daring the whole of that campaign the conduct of Platow 
was even fully equal to what it bas been of late ; and it 
has been well observed that great obligations were due to 
him, for the character of the Cossacks never before attained 
so high a mil tary reputation; bat, as they fought under bis 
eye, tie pide of distinction, aud the hope of reward by 
plunder and promotion, animated the humblest to the most 
spleadid edvrts, anil by success they acquiied an irresistible 
confidence jin thel own powers. So enthusiastic was the 
um biuon, 
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ambition, at the opening of the campaign, to march under 
their gallant and beloved chief, and so emulous were the 
yarriors of the Don to re-engage the French, to revenge the dise 
asters of the preceding war, that old and young flocked in as 
volunteers ; and even an ancient patriarch, of 100 years of age, 
actually joined the army, and nobly performed bis duty in the 
field of battle. 

After the battle of Zechern, in the latter end of March, 
Buonaparte, then besieging Dantzic, threw forward, on the 
side of Willenberg, 15,000 Poles, under the orders of 
Massena, for the purpose of covering his cantonments from 
insult; but, as these were new levies, they did not add 
much to his real force, or inspire the Russians with great re- 
spect for thei ; so that Platow, with no more than S000 Cos- 
sacks, was directed to march against them. He soon broke 
in upon their line of posts between Papenheim and Wibllen- 
berg, and made 300 Polish cavalry, with their officers, prisoners, 
afier a great slaughter; and having, with great skill, induced 
the 15th and 22d French regiments‘ of cavalry to charge in 
pursuit, through a wood, where he had _ placed haif his men 
in ambuscade, he was enabled to kill and capture the whole of 
them. In one of these regiments the colonel, a relation of 
the tyrant himself, was killed, and a nephew of Josephine 
died of his wounds ; whilst, in the other; Mavbevuf, a son of 
ihe former governor of Corsica, and half brother to Buona- 
parte, if the scandalous stories of Madame Raniolini are 
true, a protegée also of the soidisant emperor, was taken 
prisoner. 

A few days after this affair this gallant and enterprising 
chief formed his Cossacks in three columns, and proceeded to 
attack the enemy on the points of Kutzey, Malga, and Omilow; 
the first of which being wilfully misled by the guide, he was 
executed ; and it is a remarkable fact, that the guides of the 
other two columns, who did their duty, were shot by the 
French. 

The second column advanced, and succeeded; but at 
Omilow, Karpow, a distinguished Cossack colonel, was killed. 
lt appears that,as he was advancing, the French infantry 
formed a hollow square, when his Cossacks hesitated ; he 
however, alone, rushed forward, pierced the square, passed 
through, and was returning, cheering on bis people, when a 
musket ball struck him dead. 

He was so great a favourite of Platow, that the venerable 
chief reproached his men, at the funeral, for not having re- 
venged his death, and even devoted themselves to sacrifice the 
enemy ; then kissing the forehead, he could not refrain from 
tears, but wiped them — observing that he did not weep 
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for the lot of mortality, but that friends could not go together | 


out of the world. 


Some. months after this Buonaparte having brought up his 


whole force against the Russians at Allerstein, General. 


Beningsen thought proper to fall back with his army upon 
Hielsburg, leaving Prince Bagration to cover the retreat of 
his left, and Platow that of his right. The French army being 
formed in close columns in a wood, at length deployed 
upon the plain in three lines, and with flanking columns, 
whilst a considerable part of the cavalry advanced in front, 
For the first two miles of their march they experienced ho 
resistance ; but when Platow arrived, and threw forward his 
Cossacks, supported by the regular cavalry, the Russians 
resumed offensive operations, charged the pumerous skir- 
mishers, and, animated by success, pressed on with so much 
daring vigour, thatthe French infantry halted, and the whole 
body of cavalry rushed to the right in full speed, so that the 
retreat of the Russian infantry and artillery was completely 
protecied from further annoyance. 

It was about this time that Murat (after the battle of Eylau) 
had advanced with the French cavalry to menace the Kussians, 
and forced Beningsen to evacuate Koningsberg ; but Pla 
tow, with his Cossacks, attacked bis posts in every direction, 
kilied numbers of the French, and not only obliged Murat 
to retire, but Buonaparte himself also to abandon Eylau, 
and the open country. After which, during the retreat, 
Buonaparte himself was in such danger, that on one occasion 
the whole French cavalry was brought down, at tull galiop, to 
cover him. Str Robert Wilson relates, that it was in this 
retreat that Platow evinced a trait of that superior mind which 
had attained for him his exalted station, and which, if 
he had been fortunate enough to have teceived a_ libe- 
ral education, would have rendered him one of the first 
men of the age, as indisputably he is one of the most eminent 
warriors. 

After Buonaparte, he tells us, had brought up a second 
corps of his army, supported by the whole body of cavalry, he 
advanced with rapidity, resolved to overwhelw the reat 
guards of Platow and Bagration, before they could pass the 
bridges of the river to which they had to descend. The Cos 
sucks saw the impending danger, and, instead of presenting 
a front to the enemy, began to press back in contusion. 
‘latow at first checked this disorder; but finding it increas- 
ing, he immediately sprang from bis borse, exclaiming to his 
troops, “ Let those who are base enongh abandoa their 
aitaman !” ‘The corrected line, then paused: he gradually 
moved; witha waviog hand kept back those who trespassed, 
sent his orders with calmness, reach.d the town in good 
order, 
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order, and halted himself at the bridge until every man had 
passed it; he then had it destroy ed, and, still on foot, proceeded 
on the other side of the town, struggling, above ancle deep, 
through a heavy sand, ner could the most tremendous 
cannonade, nor the incessant fire of the French battalions 
from the opposite heigits, commencing their vollies as they 
formed in succession, accelerate his pace, or induce him to 
mount his horse, until his object was attained, when superior 
duty obliged him io advance, for the direction of other opera- 
tions, On this oceasion it has been observed that his mien, his 
venerable and soldier-like appearance, his. solemn dignity of 
manner, combined with the awful incidents of the scene to 
render this one of the inost Imposing and interesting sights 
that could be witnessed. 

Afier the close of the campaigns of 1806-7, the king of 
Prussia was so grateful for his services, that he felt anxious to 
find some further distinction for him, he having -slready 
received both the red and black eagles, and in fact had, by 
aseries of great and giliant services, already exhausted the 
usual means of reyal recompence for military atchieve- 
ments. Ou this occasion the late amiable queen of Prassia 
most graciodsly discovered the compliment that would bo 
most gratifying to him, and presented him, with her own 
hands, with a beautiful heron’s plume, rendered inestimable 
to all who admue beauty (as Sir Robert Wilson most 
galian ly observes), and every female accomplishment that could 
distinguish a woman and a sovereign, by having herself once 
worn li! 

Platow received it with enthusiasm, and with the most 
grateful emotions; but, on his knee, solicited permission that 
his wife might wear iton the most solemn occasions, ™ as he 
should contemplate it with suitable veneration when so 
borne by one who was more worthy than himself of the 
honour.” 

This reminds us of an ancedote of an honest sea captain, 
who, returning to Eagland after one of the naval victories in 
the West Indies, dur.ng the American wor, the secretary ot 
state having taken bim down to Windsor with the intelligence, 
his lordship observed ou the road that his majesty would doubt- 
less reward the bearer of such good intelligence with the 
honour ot knighthood. To this the honest tar replied, that 
he was vot ambitious of courtly honours ; bat bis lordship 
observing that doubtless his lady would like it, “ Well then,” 
replied the son of Neptune, “ his anajesty may knight her if 
he pleases !” 

But, to return to Platow, it is not by his gallantry alone 
in action that be obtains the love and confidence of hts people. 
He mixes with them vupen all ovcasions, and converses 
with 
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with them freely. On one occasion, at an outpost, where 
several soldiers were sitting and eating, he came by, and after 
some questions, asked the several faiths of the party.— 
On coming to the last he anticipated his reply by saying, 
“ You area Mahometan.” “ No; [ ama pagan,” was the 
reply, uttered with a tone of pride and confidence that convinced 
all present of the honest fellow’s good opinion of, and respect 
forhis own religion. This avowal had no effect on his com- 
panions, who only laughed heartily, and proceeded as usual to 
dip their fingers in the same bowl. 

It appears that this chief has no great opinion of medical 
practitioners; for, on being asked once by the Emperor 
Alexander if he would not have some more medical attend- 
ants, having then but one to his corps, “ God and your ma- 
jesty forbid !” exclaimed the chief ; “ the fire of the enemy is 
not half so fatal as one drug !” 

Notwithstanding his acquaintance with courts, Platow still 
retains his blunt sincerity; and, at Tilsit, when the French 
generals sent to request leave to present their compliments 
to him in person, he sent for answer, that “ there might be 
a peace between his sovereign and Buonaparte, but no civili- 
ties between him and them ;” and he immediately gave orders 
to his sentinels not to admit any Frenchman whatsoever within 
his lines. 

This honest spirit indeed shows itself on all oceasions, and 
his love for his country rises superior to every other considera- 
tion. To the service of his emperor, and the destruction of 
Buonaparte, he has devoted himself ; and he seems deterinined 
to devote his family to the same purpose. 

At a dinner given by Sir G. Clarke, at Edinburgh, after his 
election for Mid Lothian, the lord provost of Edinburgh 
requested to give a tuast. He said, that he hoped Sir George 
would not think it presumption if he should for a moment in- 
terrupt the line of his public toasts, by giving a young lady! 
The lady, he said, was neither British nor L[rish—nor belonging 
to any of the British dependencies—either in the east or west 
—her residence, he believed, at present, was on the banks of 
the Volga—ber fortune was made known, and the conditions 
of obtaining her fair hand had also been announced. He 
begged leave to give “ Miss Platoff, the fair Cossack, and her 
patriotic father*—may she soon be blessed with a deserving 
busoand, tha: both sheand the nations of Europe may rejoice.” 
The toast created a sensation seldom experienced in suck 
meetings, and was followed by a burst of applause, which the 

music 


* General Platoff had proclaimed that he would bestow 200,000 
roubles, and bis daughter, on any of bis countrymen who would bring 
in Buon iparte, either dead or alive, 
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music of Gow could hardly subdue, to the tune of “ Woo'd 
and married and a’.” 

Of the recent events of the life of this gallant chieftain 
it is unnecessary to take further notice: they are too well 
known to require elucidation. 








Description of the Dutch Church at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and of Acunha,a newly-discovered Island. 


By Mr. Anthony Sinnot. 


HE Datch church at this place was built by the founder 

of the colony, Van Reibeck, in 1654. It is a handsome 
stone structure, with two uniform fronts and detached wings, 
adorned with pilasters surmounted with urns. The interior is 
supported by tour columns of the Tuscan order, and adorned 
with a magnificent organ. A ponderous pulpit, supported by 
two lions, and the front ornamented with an anchor, sym- 
bolical of the name of the colony, are the first objects that 
strike a stranger on his entrance into thechurch. The columns 
and walls of the structure are hung with the escutcheons, 
swords, and gauntlets of the first governors, with their stan- 
dards suspended from the roof. The steeple is lofty, sur- 
rounded with a balustrade, and adorned with a good clock. 
In the body of the church are interred a few persons 
of note, who held high situations under the Dutch govern- 
ment. 

The Dutch congregation begin to assemble at divine service 
on Sundays at nine o'clock in the morning: which continues 
ull eleven o'clock: when they are succeeded by the British, 
consisting of the civil and military servants, a few residents, 
and the greater part of the soldiers of the garrison not on 
duty. During the English service a band of music plays occa- 
sionally ; and at one o'clock it terminates. 

The following information I collected from Captain Ben- 
jamin Franklin Seaver, an American, who touched at the Cape 
in the mouth of March 1812, respecting an island hitherto 
almost unnoticed, and, I believe, but little known, Tristan 
d’Acunha, or da Cunha. It is situated in Latitude, by obser- 
vation, 37°. 7/4. S_ Longitude 11°. 45’. W. from Greenwich ; 
aud was discovered by the Portuguese about the year 1449. 

lt is in the tract of navigation between the Cape of Good 
Hope and the Rives Plate in South America, and in the course 
of ships bound to the former place or to India. An American 
of the name of Jonathan Lambert, with two other persons, 
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landed there in January, 1811, in order tu establish themselves 
for the purpose of cultivating the soil, and rearing stock for 
the supply of any vessel or vessels that might occasionally 
touch there. The progress that these three adventurers had 
made in the pursuit of this object at the time that Captain 
Seaver landed there, on the 28th of February following, was 
(by his report) that they bad with great exertion and much in- 
dustry cultivated nearly ten acres of garden ground with 
various vegetables growing with great luxuriance. 

On the @¢d of December, 1811, his majesty’s frigate Presi- 
dent, Captain Warren, at the request of Lord Caledon, late 
governor of the cape, and by order of the lords of the 
admiralty, touched there; and the master, by an accurate 
survey, ascertained the extent of the island to be about 28 
miles in circumference. In the centre of the island is a high 
peak, similar to Tenerife, which can be seen in clear weather 
at 20 miles distance: and from the base of this mountain a 
meandering stream proceeds to the cliffs on the north side of 
the island, where it disembogues into the sea, The best winds 
for anchoring are between W. S. W. and E. S. E. Southing. 
The surf that beats on the shore js never violent; and in fine 
weather there is scarcely any appearance of it; and persons 
onshore can have daily communications with shipping in the 
worst weather. The soil is a rich black mould, about two 
feet deep; and the face of the country is covered with small 
trees and brush-wood. 

The rocks that surround the island are continually visited by 
sea-elephants; and the offing produces great quantities of 
mackerel, perch, and crayfish, which are easily taken with the 
hook and line; the woods abound with wild hogs. Mr. 
Seaver observed to me, that should this island be hereafter 
found worthy the attention of the British government, it is 
capable of being fortified; on the west side of an inlet the 
ground rising from the Leach nearly 100 feet, and by placing 
six pieces of cannon on the acclivity ina proper position, they 
would, if properly served, most effectually check an evemy, 
and prevent bim from Jancing. On the S. E. of the island 
there is a considerable ialet or bay, which has not yet been 
explored. The island, from the offing, appears of a conical 
form: there is good anchorage off the north head in from 17 
to 20 fathoms water. Wheu the cascade bears by compass 8} 
Ii, distance three quarters of a mile off shore, the anchorage 
is defended from the surf by a reef of coral, and lies open 
about four points of the compass from N. N. E, to N. N. W. 
the depth of water from 10 to 12 fathoms. 

The most accurate draught of the island extant is that in a 
set of charts publisied by Dalrymple in 1781, copied by him 
fiom a chart made by Monsieur Donal, a Frenchman, whe 
6 : touched 
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touched there in the corvette L.’ Heure du Berghen in Sep- 
tember, 1767. 


———————————————————o 


Anecdotes of Prince Potemkin, with an Account of his 
Death. 


\ HILE Potemkin was exhausting all his arts to resume 

his sway in Catherine’s councils, Prince Repnin, who 
commanded in his absence, opened the campaign of 1791 
with brilliant success. After a number of minor actions in 
favour of the Russians, he attacked the grand army of the 
Turks under the walls of Matzin, and completely defeated it, in 
spite of an obstinate resistance. The Turks, dispirited, sent 
proposals of peace, to which Prince Repnin had been secretly 
empowered by the empress to listen : 

Potemkin, in the mean time, obstinately continued at Peters- 
bargh. The month of July had commenced. Three precious 
months of a cainpaign which was to be deeisive, were already 
elapsed ; and he who was the author of the war, and who had 
so great an interest in its success, appeared sunk in a sloihfal 
repose. But it was not sloth that detained this impatient and 
haughty man: he had a stronger motive for prolonging his 
residence in the metropolis, The empress was resolved to 
make peace; her minister obstinately insisted upon the war 
being continued. These opposite determinations of the 
sovereign and her minister occasioned wari altercations be- 
tween them, 

The embarrassment of the empress was at its height, when 
the victories of Repnin most opportunely came to her relief. 
At this news, the eagerness of Potemkin to fly to the army was 
as great as his former reluctance. But his health was in an 
alarming state ; and, notwithstanding the precautions taken to 
make travelling easy to him, and although the motion of his 
carriage was extremely genile, it yet incommoded him. From 
the very first day after his departure, he felt his already weak- 
ened frame decay still faster, Ata considerable distance from 
Petersburgh, he met with a messenger from the army, of whom 
he learned that preliminaries of peace had been signed by 
Repnin. This appeared to re-animate him: but this glimpse 
of reviving vigour was but the consequence of the rage into 
which he was thrown by this news, and he felt so much the 
weaker for it afterwards. 

On his arrival at Yassy, Potemkin’s first care was to send for 
Repnin, and: to overwhelm him with the bitterest reproaches 
for having dared to fight and to conclude a peace without 
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consulting him. Confiding in the support of the empress, 
Repnin for the first time dared to brave the anger of Potem. 
kin. He answered that he had done nothing but his duty, 
and owed no account of his conduct to any but his’ sovereign, 
Potemkin nevertheless prepared to overturn his work : but 
Heaven left him no time for the execution of this design. 

Every day, every hour, his illness grew worse, and death 
drew nearer, Exertion, fatigue, the fire of his imagination; 
the vivacity of his passions, and the excesses of all kinds to 
which he had so long given himself up, had worn him out, 
Potemkin felt life ebbing without having any apparent malady, 
Instead of attempting his cure by adopting a diet suitable to his 
indisposition, he grew impatient at his sufferings, and pre- 
iended to overcome them by the strength of bis constitution, 
Le dismissed his physicians, lived upon salt meat and raw 
turnips, and drank bot wines and spirituous liquors. His 
disease soon grew worse, his blood was inflamed, his sitaation 
desperate. 

tiis residence at Yassy appeared in every respect fatal to his 
health. He determined to quit that place, and to remove to 
Oczakof. He set out on the 15th of October, 1791, at three 
o'clock in the morning. Scarcely had he travelled a few 
versts, when he could no longer bear the motion of his car- 
riage. He alighted. A carpet was spread at the foot of a 
tree: on this be was placed. He had no longer strength to 
utter a word; he could only press the hand of his favourite 
niece, Countess Branicky, who was with him; and he expired 
in herarms. He had but just completed the fifty-second year 
of his age. 

The sews of Potemkin’s death had a truly dreadful effect 
upon Catharine: she swooned several times, was forced to be 
bled, and the symptoms of her grief partook in soine degree 
ol terror. 





A SERLES Of NAVAL BULLETINS, 
{INSCRIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 
BY LLEUTENANT D. O'RRIEN, R. N. 


(Continued from Page 96.) 
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TEX morning, the 28th of March, at 8 o’clo *k, com- 
1 nenced our last days march. At about three (a short 
murch), 
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march), we arrived at our destination, a distance of near 
seven hundred miles from Brest. We tound the ship’s com. 
pany of HI. M. frigates, la Minerve, Captain Brenton, and 
Shannon, Captain Gower, with a number of men belonging to 
the merchants’ service, here. A Mr. Bradshaw, one of Cap- 
tain B.’s clerks, visited us; he had permission to live in town, 
U2 being 


t Givet is a fortified town in the department of Ardennes, ard 
bishoprick of Liege, divided into two by the Meuse. That on the 
south side is called Little Givet: this town is commanded bya very 
strong fort and citadel (Charlemont) built upon an immense roch : 
the fortifications were constructed by Vauban, famous for his genius a: 
an engineer. Wenever were allowed to enter the citadel, consequently 
were ignorant of the force or number of guns mounted on it, It was 
attacked by the allies in 1794, from an eminence’ on the south side of 
the river, but without effect. 

The communication between Great and Litde Givet is kept up by 
means of # ponton bridge; the centre boats are. placed so as to be 
hauled out occasionally, to admit vessels to pass up and down, which 
frequently happens. There are passage boats that. sail regularly 
between this town and’ Namur, which is ten or twelve leagues N. LE. of 
it. Little Givet is chietly inhabited by tanners, whe carry on an ex 
tensive trade in this part of the country ; they are greatly at a loss in 
the currying part of their business. Those people appeared very 
much disposed to be friendly with us; but we were kept so very 
ciose and strict, that it wasimpossible to form any acquaintance. Every 
necessary of life is cheap in this town; their beer is tolerably good, 
Wine is father dear, as there are very few vine' ards, We discovered 
avast difference in the vatnre of the soil here, and that of: the 
countries of the west, viz. Brittany, Normandy, and Picardie ; this 
appearing much more barren andsierile. 1 have often observed with 
surprise how singularly neglectful they were of the fortifications of 
the tewn, and how particularly aitentive with respeectto Charlemont, 
the citadel. Our prisoners, #t tue commencement, were coniined in 
this place ; but when they became numerous, they were moved down 
to the horse barracks, froma dread, I suppose, of their revolting some 
aay, and tukin possession of that, town and all. Ilad they once 
possession of one, the other would be entirely at their merey and 
disposal. During our Stay at ths depot, four of the seamen escaped 
from their prison, two of whom’belonged to our late frigate. On their 
being missed the following morning, parties of gensd’armes on horseback 








were dispatched by the commandant to search for them in all direc 

tions; with strict orders to mutilate, and in fact not to bring them 
back alive ; “ that it might prove an example (using his own expres- 
sions) to the rest of the prisoners.” Llowever, fortunately for those poor 
fellows, they escaped their pursuers, at least for thatume. ‘The com- 


mandant was also frequently in the habit of riding tato the prison yard, 


and taking his pistols out of the holsters, examining the priming, &e. 


i 
This chietly happened in the eveuing—-the prisoners could not avoid 
such foolish conduct. 
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being acting in the situation of commissary to Captain Bren- 
ton ; through him we were introduced to Captain Petervin, of 
the gendarme rie, who was commandant of the prisoners of 
war. Our names and descriptions were taken, a Jersey wan, 
named Garree, was interpreter,—the commandant appeared at 
a loss what to do with us; we were sent on the footing of 
private sailors to him; he appeared to be unwilling to pat us 
with the people; hesitated and appeared undecided. How. 
ever, at length, he agreed that we should go to the Stag’s. Head 
Tavern, as we appeared very much fatigued atter so long a 
march. We accordingly proceeded, with Mr. Bradshaw, our 
guide, after returning Mons. le Coannandant a thousand 
thanks for bis condescension. ‘This we found a very decent 
tavero, and the first in the town, which inspired us “with an 
idea that this officer harboured a good opinion of the adju- 
tants. We ordered a tolerably good dinner, Mr. Bradshaw 
cut bis matton with us, and assured us that the com- 
mandant would permit us to lodge in the town, This in- 
telligence exhilarated our drooping spirits prodigiously ; 
we ordered an additional bottle of wine on the strength of 
it, and passed the evening us chearfully as circumstances 
would admit. 

The next day, we waited with Mr. Bradshaw on the com- 
mandant; he received us with that politeness peculiar to his 
country. We explained, through the interpreter, the cruelty 
of being sent to the seamen’s dépot, and treated differently 
from our brother officers : he agreed that our complaints were 
just, assured us he wouldimmediately write toGeneral Wirrion, 
at Verdun (who was commander in chief over the British 
prisoners), and state the case to him: at the same time he 
advised us to write to our commanding officer, and he would 
have our letter forwarded ; desired us to remain quiet at our 
tavern, and he would do every thing in his power to alleviate 
our distresses, We returned him a thousand thanks, took our 
leave, and returned 4 la téte de Cerf. 

Upon an overhauling of our finances, we had the mortifica- 
tion to find, that we could not remain many days at a tavern— 
not having a farthing allowed us for our subsistence ; the 5}d. 
subsided the momeut we arrived at the dépot. Mr. Bradshaw 
could not rener us any pecuniary assistance, without Captain 
Brenton’s permission. Consequently our situation was becoming 
every moment worse and worse. Aslodgings, we were informed, 
were excessively cheap in the town, we concluded that we had 
better apply to the commandant for leave to hire a couple of 
rooms, with cooking utensils, Xc. than to continue any longer 
as we were. However, we dreaded that he might order us 
into jhe barracks with the people, if we commenced so eaily to 
demand favours. We therefore agreed to be extremely econo- 
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mical, and to wait a few days longer, Those days being ex- 
pired, we inade the intended application, and with ‘he Aaa 
He upproved of our plan, and gave us written permission to walk 
about the town. This he took entirely upon his own shoulders, 
and assured us, that he relied upon oar honour, not to go 
without the limitsof the town: if we abused this indulgence, he 
should be severely punished. We declared our intentions 
were not to cause him the smallest trouble or uneasiness, which 
we were particular in attending to. ‘This same day we hired 
two.rooms at a Madame De. Garde’s, the widow of a ci-devant 
general. She provided us with two beds, for us four, cooking 
utensils, and every thing necessary for housekeeping, and at 
avery moderate price. We acqaainted Mons. le Commandant 
of our success : he congratulated us greatly, but appeared 
to be sorry that we lodged in this old lady’s honse, as he 
observed she was une jacobine, and of the old school. We 
liked the old dame the beticr for this information, but were ex- 
tremely cautious in mentioning it. Our ménage commenced 
the following morning. We took it by rotation to copk for 
the day. ‘This, howéver, was remedied in q short time, as we 
were allowed our captain’s steward, whose name was Ailen, an 
infirm elderly man, to live with us, and cook, &c. for us. Our 
dishes were not very ¢xquisite—soup and bouilli, with vegetas 
bles, were our daily fare, and this we feared could not continue 
long. 





(To be continued.) 





Court Dresses worn at St. James's Palace on the 4th of 
February, 1813. 


( N the 19th of May last her majesty completed her 69th 

year. Her birth-day used to be observed on the 18th of 
January, but this year it was postponed till the day above- 
mentioned. The drawing-room was unusually crowded, and 
the following were the dresses which principally attracted 
notice : 


Jer Majesty—Wore a dress of coquelicot velvet, orna- 
mented with rich gold tissue, intermixed with beautiful dark 
sable in alternate festoon draperies, and looped together at 
each point with elegant gold cords and tassels, and finished 
with borders of sable at bottom, separated by thick gold rolio. 
This dress was rich, magnificent, and striking, Robe coqueli- 
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cot velvet and gold tissue, trimmed with point lace, sable and 
diamonds. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess’ of Wales—Displayed 
herelegance of taste by a rich amber-coloured court train and 
petticoat, earbroidered all round in a rich fancy border, forming 
Guernsey lilies and vine leaves, in dead and bright g gold foliage, 
with a rich gold Spanish fringe round the traia and petticoat, 

surrabunted by a supe tb garter, and gold brocade drapery of 
tissue velvet festooned by a rich treble tow of gold Spanish 
fringe: body and sleevesof gartcrand gold velvet; “pocke tholes 
tastefully ornamented to correspond, with Spanish gold fringe 


interspersed across the drapery, with wreatlis and festoons of 


magnificent diamondsand other costly gems, forming a brilliant 
and beautiful effect. Head dress of superb diamotds and os- 
trich plume. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth—A dress of dark 
green ‘velvet embroidered with gold. “This dréss was com- 
posed of two magnificent draperies, meeting at the waist aod 
opening down the front to display the petticoat underneath, 
Ww hich was embroidered all over with large spangles, and termi- 

nated at bottom with a broad fancy borderiti bows of rich span- 
gies aud’branches of large oak leaves in dead and bright foil : 
the groutid of the draperies, spangles and small leaves, with bor- 
ders of large branches of foil with drooping flowers and bunches 
of the same, tied together with gold cords,and terminated at the 
edge with bouilion and spangles, and finished witha broad span- 
gied net fringe with tasselsat each corner; the whole completed 
with large handsome tasselsand gold rolio. Robe, green velvet 
embroidered with gold and trimmed with point lace and dia- 
monds. 

Princess Mary—A_ dress of vermillion-coloured velvet, 
superbly ¢ mbroidered with gold, and ornamented with draperies 
of the same, one large full drapery crossing the whole front, a ind 
forming a point at the side, with borders of spangles entwined 
with bouillon and branches of foil, with flowers dropping from 
the centre, and interwoven with branches of fancy flowers ; 
smaller draperies falling from the sides, embroidered with 
borders of vine and oak leaves in foil, and spangled flowers, 
the whole completed with large gold cords and tassels; 
robe, gold and velvet tissue, trimmed with point lace and 
diamonds, 

Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Y ork—Was most splen- 
didly dre ssed 5 4 sky-blue velvet petticoat and train richly em- 
broidered in gold; the draperies, a most superb gold Spanish 
net, trimmed ‘with: got, Spanish fringe; the body and sleeves 

entirely covered with diamonds, likewise the head dress with a 
plume of blue feathers. . 
er 
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Wer Royal Highness the Princess Sophia of Gloucester— 
Wore an elegant petticoat of pink satin, richly embroi- 
dered in silver sprays; train of pink satin, beautifully orna- 
mented tocorrespond. Head-dress, feathers and a profusion 
of diamonds. 

Viscountess Grimstone—A white satin petticoat, with dra- 
peries of purple velvet, richly ornameuted with fringe; train, 
purple velvet. 

Viscountess Melbourne—A purple velvet petticoat, with 
draperies of the same, ornamented with pearls and gold fringe; 
train, purple velvet. 

Lady Ann Calling Smith, sister to the earl of Wellington— 
This lady, as usual, wore a dress worthy her well-known taste ; 
the petticoat white satin, with a magnificent gold border on 
geranium velvet; the draperies geranium white velvet, with a 
border same as the petticoat ; velvet train of the same. ‘The 
whole dress appeared magnificent. Head dress, plume of 
ostrich feathers. 

fhe Hon. Mrs. Nicholson Calvert—Body and train of 
rich green velvet, trimmed with gold and Brussels lace ; white 
satin petticoat, ornamented with rich gold Spanish fringes, 
covered with a drapery of fine Brussels lace, and tied up 
with handsome cord and tassels. Head dress, feathers and 
diamonds. 

Mrs. Boehm— Was presented by Lady Castlereagh, in a sae 
perb dress of lilac velvetand gold, embroidered in a most mag- 
nificent and novel style, with a rich suit of lace and a complete 
set of diamonds. 

Mrs. Long Wellesley—Petticoat of white satin, tastefully 
ornamented with shells of blue and silver lama, with draperies 
of white and silver, trimmed with fine Honiton point; border 
of silver lama, richly worked en cornucopie, enriched by a 
superb silver fringe ; robe of blue velvet border round, en core 
nucopia of silver lana ; epauletts and stomacher studded with 
diamonds, and trimmed with Honiton point. Head dvess,a 
profusion of diamonds, aud blue and white ostrich teaihers. 
This dress was singulaily beautiful. 

Mrs. Beeston Long—A white satin petticoat, with net 
diaperics, embroidered jin gold and patent pearl; train, winte 
satin. 








ACCOUNT OF SHROVE TUESDAY. 
[From Brady’s Clavis Calendaria.] 
THROVE Tuesday, February 11, 1812. The term Shrove 


YF Js the preter tense of the Saxon verb to sbriy e,i.e@. tO con. 
{) less 3 
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fess; hence the Tuesday, governing the title of this Sunday, 
having been the most solemn period of confession, was also 
called Confession Tuesday, or Shrove Tide, confession time ; 
Tide or Tid being the Saxon word for time, which is yet ap- 
plied in this country to particular periods, such as Whitsun- 
tide, Xc. 


After the people had made the confession, required at this 
season by the discipline of the ancient church, they were per- 
mitted to indulge in festive amusements, although not allowed 
to partake of any repasts beyond the usual substitutes for 
flesh ; and hence arose the custom, yet. generally preserved, of 
eating pancakes and fritters at Shrovetide, which bas given 
this day the valgar appellation of Pancake ‘Tuesday ; while it is 
to be remembered, that the Monday preceding was, by the vul- 
gar, called Collop Monday, a name it even yet retains in 
some pkices, from the primitive custom of regaling with 
eggs on collops or slices of bread, which the less scrupulous 
and more luxurious moderns have extended to collops of meat. 
On these days of authorized indulgence, the most wanton 
recreations were tolerated, provided a due regard was 
paid to the abstinence commanded by the church; and from 
this origin. sprang the Pop'sh Carnival, and all its attend- 
ant profligacy, appropriately derived from Carni Vale, i. e. 
farewell to flesh, in allusion to the Lenten season, which 
was to commence on the succeeding morning. From the 
loose pastimes of the age in which the Carnival originated, 
are also to be traced the nearly-exploded diversions of cock- 
fighting and cock-throwing, as well as the discontinued 
custom of whipping tops, roasting of herrings, Jack of Lent, 
&c. &c. which three last-named sports: were evidently meant 
as types ef the rigour of church discipline. The cock- 
fightings and cock-throwings in England, which, much to 
the credit of the present geveration, have been of late sink- 
ing into disuse, were formerly, general throughout the 
kingcom ; and their progressive decline is to be attributed, 
in some measure, to the vigilance of our magistrates, who 
have refused licences te those publicans who promoted assem- 
blages of persons for such cruel diversions ; and still more, it 
is to be hoped, to the increased morality of the people. For 
many years our public diaries, and monthly publications, took 
infiniie pains to impress upon the minds of the populace a 
Just abhorreace of such barbarities. 
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REFLECTION. 
N all questions of importance, whether religious or political, 


endeavour to preserve a degree of coolness sufficient to 
enable you to form an impartial opinion, 


atin 








PROPERTIES OF TEA, 


N UCH has been said about the unwholesomeness of this plant, 
I and perhaps truly, with respect to some of its properties; 
but its refieshing quality is so agreeable, and the barm arising 
from it estimated with so much uncertainty, that in England 
it has become general, without our being aware of any serious 
evil from its use. 

Ithas been much the habit of studious meh to indulge in 
drinking tea. I once called upon the great Professor Por- 
son at five o'clock, when I myself was going to. dinner, and 
found bim in his room alone, sitting over his books, with a 
disorderly tea-equipage on the table, and his tea-pot standing 
ona trevet before the fire. Dr. Johrson would sometimes 
drink more than twenty cups at a sitting ; and he tells us him- 
self, that he was a “ hardened and shameless tea-drinker, who 
for wwenty years diluted bis meals with only the. infusion of 
this fascinating plant ; whose kettle had scarcely. time to cool ; 
who with tea amused the evening, with tea solaced the mid- 
night, and with tea welcomed the morning.” Nevertheless, 
according to the same enthusiastic adinirer of it, its proper 
use is to amuse the idle, to relax the studious, and to dilute the 
full meals of those who cannot use exercise, and will not use 
abstinence. 


—— —— -~ ———_-— - — Ltt 


Answer, by R. Withall, of Exmouth, to J. Daw’s Question, in- 
serted October 5. 


YY the rule of algebra L find y = 1740 60 = 29 x +- 
29 = 116 3 x = 116 — 29 => 87; consequently 29 and 
87 are the numbers required. Q. E. D. 


tit PF. L. Vewsey, of Rackenford ; T. C. — B. J. Postleth- 
wai.e, of the royal marines; J: Macey, and R. Maffett, of 
Pivymouth ; C. Cox, of Charmoath; J. Newland, of Holbeton 
academy ; and Senex, of St. Enoder, have also auswered this 
question, 


Vol. 53. x Answer, 
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Answer, by Caroline Caines, of Lion’s Gate, to ber own Rebus, inserted the 
21st of September. 


ORDELIA, Sir, without a doubt, 
Will plainly make the mystery out. 





Answer, by J, W. of Charmouth, to F. Pitman’s Charade, inserted the 3th 
of Decembe re 


ANY a BARGAIN has beeh made 


By those who are engag’d in trade. 


(> A similar answer has been received from R. R: Broad, of Falmouth. 








Answer, by f. Postleth waite, of the Royal Marines, to W. Snell's Rebus, in. 
serted December 24. 


Scarce had read your rebus o’er, 
When .KLY, Sir, I did explore. 


*,* We have reccived the like answer from M. B. of Sherborne; J, W? 
of Charmouth , R. Withall, of Exmouth; H. Crocker, of Cockel; Rx Cu- 
ming, of Modbury ; Caroline Caines, of Lion’ sgate; J. Newland, of Hol- 
beton academy ; and R. R. Broad, of Falmouth. 





A REBUS, éby HN, Welsford, of Crediton. 


Part of yourself I would have you disclose ; 
Next a vowel, with caution select; 
Then an adverb well-known, for my last make appear, 
Which forward will quickly detect. 


The field that’s now strew’d with the dying and dead 
Without me would no carnage display, 

Tho’ muskets well-loaded in thousands were spread, 
And cannon in battle array. 





4n ENIGMA, by Selina, 


—— ee 


ye what we cannot do without, 

And daily must receive; 

Witb what put Kuonaparte to route, 
And made him Russia leave. 


Or, what has ruin’d thousands more, 
Than there in battle slain, 

Three parts of what makes others poor, 
Who seck unlawful gain. 


Or, what is made to cheer the heart, 
And entertain our triends, 

This is the first; the second part 
Is us’d for the same ends. 


Tho’ liquid ‘tis solid; om Iberia it came ; 
Andis +e sant, an ¥ u seful at times 
The bast is a part of a grain, vice, and game, 
OF 2hinals too, 
A spruce-iooking beau ; 
And the first is the tlood-gate to crimes. 


9 POETRY. 
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THE NABOB AT A COUNTY-ELECTION., 


—_—* BY who yon figure, with obtrusive air, 
Shot forward? Hark how voluble he vaunts 

The sudden splendour beam’d upon his brows 

By fraudulence, and rapine, and chicane, 

An Indian upstart! Many a vulgar sneer 

He points at plain hereditary sense 5 

Mocks unassuming virtue’s honest pride, 

And bids it seek a refuge in the cells 

Of dark retirement from oppression’s fangs— 
Closing the moated castle’s airy hall, 

Whose lofty-window’d pomp shal) boast no more 
The rich reflection of the storied pane ; 

But frown its horrors on the spectre- tribe 

Of ancestry dishonour’d! Such the force 

Of eastern opulence, of castern state 

Too menacing !—And see the dazzl’d throng 
Oce’r-rul’d by peculation’s offspring, hail 

Its insolent pretensions.” 


[Poems, vol, 1. p. 124, 125.] 





THE NABOB, ENGAGED IN CANVASSING A BOROUGH. 


“.@¢ ARCE had Treglastan its new master view’d, 
Ere, strait unpillar’ dat his nod, was strew’d 
Its hoary mi: unsion o’er the extensive ground, 

And little cheerful cabins scatter’d round, 

(Their thatch grey mosses creeping to encrust) 
Were, at his lordly mandate, laid in dust ; 

Ere, with dire crash resounded in the breeze 

Its venerable rows of rushing trees 

And whether dale or hill their gloom o’erbrow’d, 
All—all its scarlet oaks in terror bow’d. 

Yet, as the new-rear’d fabric proudly stood, 

Bare to the winds where — om tower’d a "wood, 
Tho’ fine pi ctorial art, perchance, repaid 

By varied beauties the diminish’ d shade ; 

Vain was the rural charm, to charm ennui 

From the void bosom, or from conscience free. 

The petty tyrant who engirt with slaves, 

Still long’d (on British ground) to trample graves. 

W hat tho’ the verdure of the veivet lawn, 

O’er fence-vorn fields with gradual softness drawn, 
Shone tinctur’d to the morn, and each cascade 

With all the colours of the rainbow play’d ; 

Yet, to his pillow nail’d, at least’ rill noon, 

*T was his to slight ** dame nature’s ready boon,” 
Nor rose ’till the sun left his southern throne, 

‘The Andaston dinner-bell announcing one; 
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When, breaking in full glory on the day, 
To venal Wolfra would he Whisk away, 
And, from his flaming phzeton superb, 
Each poor pot-boiler dazzle or disturb ; 
O’erwhelm a curate, heedless whom he crush’d, 
Or sweep, whole off, a penthuuse as he rush’d; 
His steeds of lightening in a second stop, 
And pay due homage at each paltry shop; 
With adulation raise a vacant stare 
On the sleek forehead of the tutchér niayor; 
In gentle accents to the cobler cringe, 
I nv grees frame with fine new words unhinge ; 
And creep into the grocer’s heatt with ease, 
As mites tn secret underameic a chicese ; 
On tanners practise many a slippery wile, 
And melt the man of tallow with a smile, 
Protesting, as he plies his fresh attacks, 
tach lustrous candle sham’d the whitest wax ;) 
And lo, toclose his compliments, invite 
His friends to dinnctsat the approach of night.’ 


{ Poems, vol. 2, p-1¥325 131, 132-] 


THE VOLUNTEER COLONEL. 


‘s ATE too, the colonel of a troop, he shone, 

To military tactics vastly prone ; 

And fond his warrior-genius to display 

As mock sights glitter’d to the beams of day, 

Oft from his high-pium’d steed the field harangued, 

Or fiercely rush’d where bloodless armour clady’d. 

See at his beck, young Pug the pestle quit, 

While maladies or cease or intermit; 

And, at the word heigh-presto! heigh-begoae, 

Old Jack the grocer, start ap Captain Joho. 

And Ensign Bob, dismissing all the clerk, 

His parchments pale abandon with a jerk 5 

Nor more the slippery brethren of the quill, 

O’er shrivell’d deeds, in sunless holes, sit still, 

But to their recent coats attentron win 

As each, a sleek young serpent, casts his skin, 

Kindliog, in burnisht glory, glides along, 

Aad brandishes abruad his double tongue.’” 


[Poems, vol. 2, p. 125, 126.] 


ANACREON. 


at S KE the sad types of festal pleasure flown, 
Dim-flowermng olives dew the Teian fane ; 

And canker’d vines, atouna each pillar’d stone 

Aspiring, its Fonic base distain. 

Yes! hoar ANACREON! where thy joyous train 

Their ruby cups to thribling music quaft'd, 

Thy sacred plant obtrudes an idle chain, 

To dash, poor parasite! the dripping shaft, 


And green oblivion glooms, where iove aud Bacchus laugh’d.” 


[Poems, vol. 3, p. 76, 77.) 























dic 


Li 
be 
we 
re¢ 
bit 
tri 
dit 





